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were in the same confidential relations with James as Barrillon had been
both with Charles and James in the previous reign;1 James told his
Ministers very little about his ultimate aims, but to the French envoys
he opened his mind completely. The reports which these envoys made
to their master were strictly confidential and were based on a thorough
knowledge of James's character, and they had no motive for reticence
or dissimulation.2 The quality of James which is most frequently
mentioned in their despatches is "hauteur", and they found him very
impatient of advice and criticism: "He suffers very impatiently the least
contradiction'*, wrote Barrillon; and at another time:

The King of England openly expresses his joy at being in a
position to exercise his authority boldly; he is very pleased at being
complimented on these displays of power,

and Bonrepaus thus sums up the King's character:

It is quite certain that this King is neither so self-controlled nor
so great a man as has been supposed. He has all the faults of the
King his father, but he has less sense and he behaves more
haughtily in public.

The Earl of Ailesbury, who suffered forty-five years of exile as a Jaco-
bite, left an almost unqualified panegyric of James's public life, but he
admits that he "had the misfortune to be snappish for the moment, and
wholly resembling his royal father". In a contemporary letter ascribed
to William Perm, but repudiated by him, we find:

Every mechanic knows the temper of his present Majesty, who
will never receive a baffle in anything that he heartily espouseth.

Finally, Roger North in his Life of Lord Guilford relates that the
Lord Keeper

knew the King's humour, that nothing he could say to him would
take place or sink with him. So strong were his prejudices and so
feeble his genius that he took none to have a right understanding
that were not in his measures, and that the counsel given him to the
contrary was for policy of party more than for friendship to him.

These last sentences are very significant: James could not understand

1  Barrillon wrote to Louis on May 28, 1685, "This prince treats me exactly
as he did when he was Duke of York, and he has several times told me to address
him with the same openness as previously".

2  It is, however, very important to employ great caution in accepting the
dicta of both ambassadors, and especially those of Barrillon, on any matter
outside the verge of the Court. They both show great ignorance of the English
character and of the political forces which were working beneath the surface.